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Joan Hisaoka “Make 
a Difference” Gala

The Ritz-Carlton, Washington, D.C.
Photos By Kyle Samperton

Remembering: This first annual event benefited Smith Farm 
Center for Healing and the Arts and celebrated the late Joan 
Hisaoka, founder and president of Hisaoka Public Relations. 
The Healing Arts Gallery at Smith Farm Center was named in 
memory of Joan because of her dedication to its shared mission to 
transform the experience of cancer patients through the arts. Bon 
Appétit: Joan had a passion for food, and the specially crafted 
four-course menu with wine pairings by Chef Todd and Ellen Gray 
of Equinox restaurant were exquisite indeed. The night ended on 
a high note with music by Felix Cavaliere’s Rascals. THE Guests: 
Richard and Bonnie Patterson, Jack Davies, Gary Nakamoto, 
Leah Gansler, Ken and Faye Morrissette, and Charles Mann.
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life of the party

Fariba Jahanbani and Michelle Freeman

Andrea Roane
 and Todd GrayPaula and Robert Hisaoka

Bobby and Gwen Mitchell 
with Art Monk

Jill Shaffer with Raul and Jean-Marie Fernandez

Jack Evans, Holly Morris, and Michael Olding Karen Higgins and Rebecca Kay

Hiroshi and Sets Okamura 
with Richard Kay

Paolo Sacco and Marvin Rosskopf Tom Liljenquist, Vida Alimi, and Brendan Pinto

Keith Lipert
 and Rudi Bakhtiar


